
Activities Update
Mike Pellant- BLM Point of Contact



Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs)

• They were established in Secretarial Order No. 3289
on Sept. 14, 2009 by Interior Secretary Ken Salazar to 
better integrate science and management to address 
climate change and other landscape-scale issues
(http://doi.gov/whatwedo/climate/strategy/) .

• LCC’s are self-directed science and management 
partnerships between the Interior Department 
bureaus, other federal agencies, states, tribes, NGOs, 
universities, and stakeholders within a geographically 
defined area. 

http://elips.doi.gov/app_so/act_getfiles.cfm?order_number=3289A1�
http://doi.gov/whatwedo/climate/strategy/�


21 LCCs function as an integrated national network

GB



USGS Climate Science Centers

Climate Science Centers are USGS led partnership-based entities 
that provide fundamental science to assist LCCs and others in 
adapting to or mitigating the impacts of climate change and 
associated stressors.



LCCs Add Value
• Forum for coordination among partners
• Science-based decision support tools 
• Biological and geospatial data sharing
• Shared regional assessments 
• Help identify science needs 



Landscape Conservation Cooperatives 
Do Not:

• Implement or fund on-the-ground 
projects.

• Replace existing organizations, groups, or 
partnerships.

• Regulate or prescribe activities.



Great Basin LCC

GB



Acres Percentage
Tribal 1,382,365 0.95%
Bureau of Land Management 78,499,886 53.93%
Bureau of Reclamation 38,321 0.03%
Department of Defense 3,570,405 2.45%
Department of Energy 670,169 0.46%
Local 358,390 0.25%
Federal (Miscellaneous) 132,831 0.09%
National Park Service 919,144 0.63%
Private 32,385,413 22.25%
State 3,716,394 2.55%
Unknown 7,296 0.01%
U.S. Forest Service 20,343,170 13.98%
U.S. Forest Service / BLM 191,902 0.13%
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1,319,074 0.91%
Water 2,011,978 1.38%

Total 145,546,736 100.00%

Great Basin Land Ownership
72% Federal Management

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The federal government manages 72% of the Great Basin.  Of this 72%, BLM manages 80%.  Important partners for the LCC should include BLM, private owners, USFS, USFWS, NPS, DoD and others.  



Issues in the Great Basin

Photo by Jeremy MaestasWildfires & Invasives

Development

Climate Change

Loss of Habitat
Water



Landscape Scale & Connectivity of Issues

Cheatgrass Wildfires
“Mega-Fire Era” 

Climate Change

Contributing to increase in extent and 
productivity  of cheatgrass

Development

Increased Wind Erosion

Reduced wildlife, 
WH&B, livestock 

water

Loss of Habitat



Cheatgrass Die-off in the Great Basin

Winnemucca, Nevada Area

Dead      Live

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GIS offers the opportunity to evaluate landscape units for restoration.  This map of cheatgrass risk for the Great Basin is being developed by Mike Wisdom, USFS in LaGrande OR and others.  When completed, this information will be of major assistance to land managers in identifying areas in need of maintenance of existing functioning condition and areas where cheatgrass expansion is likely after disturbance.  The USGS website for SAGEMAP is a good source of GIS information for the Great Basin. 



Downscaled climate change and invasive species 
models for regional and local applications…

…that predict vegetation, wildlife, and water responses.

Cheatgrass Risk 
Assessment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Environmental Policy Act was passed in 1970 and included a principles to “preserve important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our national heritage and maintain, wherever possible, an environment that supports diversity and variety of individual choice.”  To meet these new NEPA requirements, the Bureau of Land Management developed a programmatic EIS on the livestock grazing management program on all national resource lands (NRL) in January 1972.   In 1973, The National Resource Defense Council challenged this programmatic EIS and won in court in part because the EIS did not adequately address livestock impacts on all resource values and uses.  As a result 212 EIS’s were mandated by the court and BLM began conducting range inventories to gather the required baseline information.  The  first EIS completed was in the Challis Resource Area in Idaho in 1976.  Species diversity was not evaluated in this EIS although individual species were listed.  The only quantitative measure of vegetation and grazing impact was the use of range condition and trend by condition class. Other parts of the EIS discussed poisonous species, endangered or threatened plants and both terrestrial and aquatic fauna. 



BLM Rapid Ecoregional Assessments (REAs) 
& Great Basin LCC

LCCs are 
partnership 
organizations 
that need 
landscape-scale 
information to 
be fully 
effective.

REAs provide 
landscape-
scale 
information 
intended for 
conservation 
applications 
through 
partnerships.



Boise-May 11, 2010

Salt Lake City-May 12, 2010

Reno-May 13, 2010

Great Basin Landscape 
Conservation 
Cooperative 

Informational Meetings

100+ participants 
from seven states

Recommended 
formation of an 

Organizing 
Committee



Great Basin 
Landscape 

Conservation 
Cooperative “Basin-
wide” Meeting and 

Webinar in October-
November 2010

Received input on 
Charter, Governance and 
Mission Statement from 

150 individuals



Great Basin LCC--Organizational Concept

Climate Science Center
USGS

Great Basin Research & 
Management Partnership

Great Basin Cooperative 
Ecosystem Studies Unit

Great Basin Environmental 
Program

Tribes

Utah Partners for 
Conservation & 
Development

Nevada Partners for 
Conservation & 
Development

Eastern Nevada 
Landscape Coalition

Regional Science Projects
Great Basin Native Plant 

Selection & Increase Project & 
JFS SageSTEP Project

Others
Universities, 
NGO’s & the 

Public

State 
Agencies & 
Counties

Federal Agencies
BLM, USFWS,  NPS, USGS, FS, NRCS, 

BOR, DOD and other agencies

Great Basin
Landscape 

Conservation 
Cooperative

Great Basin 
Restoration 
Initiative

Regional and 
State Water 

Entities



Great Basin (GB) Initiatives

GB 
Cooperative 
Ecosystem 

Studies Unit

GB Research 
& Mgt. 

Partnership



Next Steps
• Continue outreach to potential partners. 

• Finalize charter and establish an interim 
Executive Council (early 2011).

• Fill GB LCC staff positions…LCC Coordinator, 
science advisor, and USGS scientist (landscape 
ecologist). 



Contact Us
Mike Pellant, BLM
208-373-3823 
Mike_Pellant@blm.gov

Penny Mabie, EnviroIssues
206-269-5041 
info@greatbasinlcc.org

http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/Great_Basin_LCC.html

“We are confronted by insurmountable opportunities”
Pogo

mailto:info@greatbasinlcc.org�
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