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Boundaries and ownership:  This area is a 12,500 ac NWR managed by USFWS and is located in Uintah County. The refuge includes approximately 19 square miles of bottomlands and river surface in six naturally occurring bottoms along the shallowly entrenched Green River.  Low areas are flooded naturally or by pumps in the spring, though some may be left dry in a given year.  The major habitat types on the refuge include lowland riparian, wetlands, shrubsteppe, high desert scrub, water and grassland.  

Focal species: This refuge provides habitat for large populations of ducks, geese, white-faced ibis and other waterbirds during the breeding and migration seasons.  Many different species of shorebirds utilize this area. 

Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats: Type 1 habitats are primarily composed of marshy impoundments that are flooded naturally or by pumps during part of the year.  These areas are located mainly in Leota Bottom, Shepherd Bottom, Johnson Bottom, and Old Charlie Wash.  Type 2 habitats are primarily located along the main channel of the Green River and in Wyasket Bottom.  Wyasket Bottom is less frequently flooded and is often a dry bottom.
Access and visibility of the birds:  Access to both the Type 1 and Type 2 habitats is generally good.  Refuge roads allow close observation of the impoundments.  The birds are visible from the refuge roads.  Birds located on the Green River are less visible.  The river is visible from only a couple of vantage points along existing roads.
Past and current surveys:  Monthly waterbird surveys, made by driving the dikes and levees and covering most of the NWR, have been conducted since the 1970’s.  

Potential survey methods

Description: 

· Area searches for shorebirds

· Surveys of waterfowl using ATVs

Selection bias: Minimal 

Measurement error and bias: Minimal
Needed pilot studies: none.
Contact:  

Name: Diane Pentilla
Affiliation: USFWS
Phone: 435-545-2522

