Desert Lake WMA
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Boundaries and ownership: The Desert Lake Waterfowl Management Area (WMA) covers 2,661 ac. To the north of the WMA is private agricultural land and the wetlands are made up of runoff from this water and agricultural use. This area is located east of Cleveland in Emery County and is managed by the Utah UDWR of Wildlife Resources (UDWR).
Focal species: Waterfowl species present include:  mallards, pintail, green-winged teal, Northern shoveler, American wigeon, gadwall, redhead, canvasback, and ring-necked ducks.  Other waterbirds present in the WMA include: great blue herons, cormorants, snowy egrets, black-crowned night heron, eared, pied-billed and western grebes, California and Franklin’s gulls, white-faced ibis, American avocets, black-necked stilts, sandhill cranes, willet, white pelican, and long-billed curlew.

Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats: Type 1 habitat is located in and around Desert Lakes the rest of the area is Type 3.  Classified habitat types in the WMA are open water (59 ac), marsh (90 ac), and upland (2012 ac).    

Access and visibility of the birds: Public access is restricted to waterfowl season or by appointment and is walk-in only.

Past and current surveys: Waterfowl Census counts are conducted year round along standardized survey routes.  Routes are run monthly from January–September and semi-monthly October-January.  Waterfowl Census routes are also used to conduct the Non-game Bird Census.  Conducted quarterly, the censuses are scheduled to coincide with spring migration (April), summer population (July), fall migration (September), and winter residents (January).  All waterbirds and shorebirds observed along the Non-game Census route are recorded.
Potential survey methods

Description:
· Nest searches for waterbirds nesting in small colonies can be done mostly from the shoreline but also may require the aid of a canoe
· Colony counts and productivity monitoring of black heron rookeries
· Continue survey of waterfowl in the lakes
Selection bias: Some Type 1 habitat is difficult to access.                   

Measurement error and bias: Distances to view birds on type I habitat may result in some birds not being counted or identified incorrectly.

Needed pilot studies: None
Contact:

Name: Bill Bates

Affiliation: UDWR
Phone: 435-636-0262
Email: billbates@utah.gov
