Ogden Bay  

[image: image1.wmf]O

g

d

e

n

 

B

a

y

O

g

d

e

n

 

B

a

y

 

N

o

r

t

h

H

o

w

a

r

d

 

S

l

o

u

g

h

W

M

A


Boundaries and ownership: This area is a large complex of open water and emergent vegetation comprised within 18,760 ac.  The area includes all of the impoundments and drivable interior dikes of the Ogden Bay WMA.  The land is divided into state, military, and private ownership. The state leases some of their land.  
Focal species:  Many focal aquatic species use this area. Yearly means of bird species collected for greater than 10 surveys for focal species are on the GSL WBS are: WIPH – 857 and WILL – 17. There are also hundreds of AMAV and BNST.  Waterfowl found on this area include: mallards, pintails, green-winged teals, wigeons, common goldeneyes, cinnamon teals, redheads, buffleheads, canvasback, redhead, scaup, ruddy, gadwall, ring-necked and northern shoveler.
Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats:  Sixty percent of the WMA is Type 1 habitat for shorebirds.  Three km2 of the WMA is Type 2 habitat.  The rest of the area is Type 3.  Classified habitat types in the area are open water (7,058 ac), marsh (3,704 ac), upland (4,998 ac), and mud flat (3,000 ac).
Access and visibility of the birds:  Access to the WMA is good, however not all of Type 1 habitat is visible due to tall vegetation and deep water.  Near Unit 1 there is viewing difficulty near the grass island.  A spotting scope or boat might provide better viewing in this area.   
Past and current surveys:  Surveys are included in the GSL WBS via airboat (area 22). The survey area covers the entire shoreline from the north fork of the Weber River to the railroad tracks. Waterfowl Census counts are conducted year round along standardized survey routes.  Routes are run monthly from January–September and semi-monthly October-January.  Waterfowl Census routes are also used to conduct the Non-game Bird surveys.  Conducted quarterly, these surveys are scheduled to coincide with spring migration (April), summer population (July), fall migration (September), and winter residents (January).  All waterbirds and shorebirds observed along the Non-game survey route are recorded.
Survey methods

Description: 

· Survey of waterfowl –aerial or with boats
· Area searches for shorebirds using ATVs 
· Aerial surveys for black-necked stilts and avocets.
Selection bias: Eighty percent of the WMA is considered to be good waterbird habitat, but only 60% is visible. In good areas detection rates are 90+%.

Measurement error and bias: Since 1997 all vegetation in Unit 3 resulting in good visibility because of the low alkali vegetation.   Stands of alkali bulrush are growing on the outside of Unit 1.  The entire interior of the WMA is overgrown with phragmites and makes observations difficult.  
Needed pilot studies:  A pilot study is needed to determine percent visibility of Type 1 habitat, evaluate additional forms of access into hidden areas, and to verify shorebird use in areas not visible in GSL WBS.  

Contact:  

Name:  Val Bachman
Affiliation:  UDWR
Phone: 801-985-1398
Email: valbachman@utah.gov
