Public Shooting Grounds WMA
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Boundaries and ownership: This area is adjacent to the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge and covers 11,800 ac of open ponds, mud flats, and marshes. This property is cooperatively managed by UDWR and BLM.

Focal species: Waterfowl and some shorebirds utilize this area.  During the GSL WBS means/survey (>10) for focal species were; WIPH – 17 and GRYE – 17.  There are also hundreds of AMAV and BNST.  Waterfowl that use the area include mallards, pintails, green-winged teals, Northern shovelers, American wigeons, gadwall, cinnamon teal, redhead, canvasback, ruddy, scaup, goldeneye, ring-necked, bufflehead, and merganser.
Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats: The entire WMA is Type 2 habitat.  Classified habitat types in the area are open water (2,250 ac), marsh (1,748 ac), upland (3,794), and mud flats (4,489 ac).  
Access and visibility of the birds: Access is only during the waterfowl hunting season and all users must secure permission for use.

Past and current surveys:  Seventy percent of the area contains good waterbird habitat, but only 20% is covered in the GSL WBS survey (area 32).  

Survey methods

Description: 

· Aerial surveys for waterfowl
· Area searches for shorebirds
· Call back surveys for secretive marsh birds  

Selection bias: There is a large expanse of potholes that is not visible from the dike roads, but would be visible from a plane.  
Measurement error and bias: Slight bias due to vegetation creating a visual obstruction for detecting smaller birds.  Detection rate for the larger shorebirds is estimated at 99%; however, tall vegetation reduces detection of smaller shorebirds.  An observation tower might increase detection in these areas.  

Needed pilot studies: There is a large expanse of potholes that is not visible from the dike roads, but would be visible from a plane.  These areas could potentially be included in surveys, but viewed aerially only.

Contact:  

Name:  Randy Berger

Affiliation: UDWR
Phone: 435-854-3610
Email: randyberger@utah.gov
