Bear River NWR
[image: image1.wmf]S

a

l

t

 

C

r

e

e

k

P

u

b

l

i

c

 

S

h

o

o

t

i

n

g

G

r

o

u

n

d

s

 

W

M

A

B

e

a

r

 

R

i

v

e

r

N

W

R

B

e

a

r

R

i

v

e

r

 

B

a

y


Boundaries and ownership: Bear River NWR is a large, important area for shorebirds. However, the habitat changes dramatically due to management regimes and flood events that remove vegetation.  The NWR is administered by the USFWS.
Focal species:  This area was surveyed on the GSL WBS (areas 27, 29a, and 29b).  Area 29b was along the refuge road and had low numbers (<10) of focal species.  Means/survey (>10) for focal species for areas 27 and 29a were WIPH – 3684, WESA – 4619, LBDO – 3510, MAGO – 4938, GRYE – 11, and LEYE – 12.  Tens of thousands of AMAV and thousands of BNST were also counted.  

Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats:  All wetland areas within the Refuge.

Access and visibility of the birds:  Much of the refuge is Type 1 habitat, although there may be areas of Type 2 and 3 habitats.  More work is needed to identify all Type 1 habitats.  

Past and current surveys:   This area is surveyed on the GSL WBS (areas 27, 29a, and 29b).  

Survey methods

Description:
· Unknown – pilot study needed.
Selection bias: Access to all areas of the refuge is questionable.
Measurement error and bias: Visibility is often low.

Needed pilot studies: A pilot study is needed to classify all areas by habitat type and to assess whether there are areas of inaccessible Type 1 habitat.  If all Type 1 habitat cannot be surveyed, then a sampling plan will be needed where a small, random sample of the inaccessible Type 1 habitat is surveyed each year.   

Contact:  

Name:  Bridget Olson

Affiliation:  USFWS

Phone: 435-723-5887

Email: bridget_olson@fws.gov
