Salt Wells Flat
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Boundaries and ownership:   Salt Wells Flat is located north of Spring Bay and covers all the mud flats north and northeast of this bay.  This area is a large complex of impounded water with islands of emergent vegetation.  Salt Wells Flat is managed by the BLM.  
Focal species:  Salt Wells Flat was surveyed on the GSL WBS (areas 36, 36A, and 36B) with all type 1 habitat surveyed (40% of total area).  The mean numbers recorded in July and August, for the more common species, were SNPL – 369, BASA – 257, AMAV – 58, BNST – 27, WESA – 24, WIPH – 23, WILL – 20, KILL – 15, and LBDO – 13.  Waterfowl (100s) also use this area.  

Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats:  The Salt Wells mud flats are Type 1, the drainages Type 2 habitat, and the rest of the area is Type 3 habitat.  

Access and visibility of the birds:  Mud flats can be covered completely in surveys, with 100% visibility however, the GSL WBS report cautions that the mud could be soft and hard to walk on.  Tall emergent vegetation around some ponds reduces visibility.  The GSL WBS estimates that 65% of the pond area is visible.

Past and current surveys:  Salt Wells Flat is surveyed in the GSL WBS (areas 36, 36A, and 36B). Comprehensive counts in the mud flats are conducted using ATVs, plus occasional foot surveys of ponds and drainages.  All Type 1 habitat is surveyed (40% of total area).  

Potential survey methods

Description:     

· Complete counts of mudflats using ATVs

· Ground surveys of ponds and drainages

Selection bias:  None

Measurement error and bias:  Presumably minimal bias occurs, if birds are visible through the vegetation.  

Needed pilot studies:  Better methods are needed to survey the pond areas and mudflats when the mud is too soft for ground surveys.

Contact:  

Name: Randy Swilling
Affiliation: BLM
Phone: 801-977-4373
Email: randy_swilling@blm.gov

