Central Utah Lake
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Boundaries and ownership:  This area is bordered to the west by state Highway 68.  At the Goshen Valley, the area border crosses the lake to the West Mountains and turns south to Highways 141 and 6.  The southern border is Highway 6 to Santaquin and the eastern border is I-15.  The habitat consists of playa, marsh, shoreline, mountain and open water.  Much of the land in this area is private or managed by the Bureau of Reclamation.  The Benjamin Slough area is being considered for preserve status.  

Focal species: Good numbers of shorebirds are found in Powell Slough Waterfowl MA, Provo Bay and Benjamin Slough.  The shoreline sees moderate use by shorebirds when the lake level is lower, which is usually in the late summer and fall.  

Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats: Casual observations suggest the wetlands of Powell Slough Waterfowl MA, Provo Bay and Benjamin Slough are Type 1 habitat and the remaining shoreline is Type 2 habitat.  The rest of the area is Type 3.  

Access and visibility of birds:  Visibility is better during fall migration, as shorebirds congregate on the open mudflats.  Early morning surveys are recommended to decrease the glare from the sun, which can decrease visibility.  Access to viewing areas is good.  

Potential survey methods

Description:

· Pilot study needed

Measurement Error and Measurement Bias.  Uncertain

Selection Bias.  Uncertain

Pilot studies needed:  Pilot study needed to confirm habitat classifications and to assess whether all Type 1 habitat can be surveyed accurately.  

Contact:

Name:  David Lee or Russ Lawrence 

Affiliation: UDWR

Phone:  801- 538-4751 or 801-510-7062

