Stansbury South
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Boundaries and ownership:  The northern boundary of this area is an east-west line extending through the pump station at the south edge of the Stansbury Mountains.  The western boundary runs along the Salt Evaporation Ponds to I-80.  I-80 forms the southern border, which extends east to directly south of the southernmost point of the GSL (between ponds to the south and north sides of I-80).  The eastern border is a north-south line extending north from the southeastern corner of the area.  The land in this area is managed by the BLM and the State of Utah. 

Focal Species: The shoreline of this area was surveyed in the GSL WBS (area 3).  Significant numbers of the focal shorebirds were recorded including (means for July and August) WESA 1767, PEEP 970, LESA 306, SNPL 150, BASA 68, and LBDO 38.  

Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats: The shoreline is Type 1 habitat and the rest of the area is Type 2. 

Access and visibility of the birds: Visibility along the shoreline is good, although at times soft mud prevents close approach to the shore making identification of small shorebirds difficult.  
Past and current surveys: The shoreline of this area is surveyed for the GSL WBS (area 3).  Surveys are performed by ground census of shoreline habitat using ATV or airboat with occasional ground surveys of Type 2 habitat. Ground surveys from the dike road are adequate to census Type 1 habitat.  Most or all suitable habitat for the focal shorebirds is along the shoreline but birds sometimes roost well up on the beach so these areas should be checked occasionally to confirm bird species present. This area consists primarily of solar evaporation ponds, with some shallow water near a dike road.  This portion is surveyed during the GSL WBS (area 40) by an observer in a vehicle counting birds along the road.  Evaporation ponds are not used by shorebirds.  

Potential survey methods

Description:   

· Ground census of shoreline habitat using ATV or airboat with occasional ground surveys of Type 2 habitat
Selection bias:  None.

Measurement error and bias:  None.

Needed pilot studies:  None.

Contact:  

Name:  John Luft (GSLEP)

Affiliation:  UDWR

Phone: (801) 537-3342

Email: johnluft@utah.gov
