The Antelope Island Causeway
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Boundaries and ownership: This area lies along the Causeway extending well out into open water (farther than the focal shorebirds would occur). This area is managed by Antelope Island State Park.  The access road belongs to Davis County.

Focal species: The area was surveyed in the GSL WBS (area 16) but none of the focal birds were recorded in appreciable numbers.  It is possible that appreciable numbers of birds were missed because the observer usually drove the causeway without stopping to cover portions of the shore not visible due to rocks.

Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats: Suitable shorebird habitat includes the shoreline and a small area of wetland.  This area is Type 2 habitat.

Access and visibility of the birds: Public access is restricted to waterfowl season or by appointment and is walk-in only.

Past and current surveys: The area was surveyed in the GSL WBS (area 16).

Potential survey methods

Description:

· Driving the causeway and stopping anytime the shore is not visible will provide complete coverage.

Selection bias: The Miller ponds were not included in the GSL WBS but could be accessed and viewed easily.  Visibility on the GSL WBS was good except that soft mud in the south prevented complete counts in some cases.  Detection rate for the shoreline was approximately 95%.  There is an estimated 85% detection for the wetlands if observers walk to the ponds for viewing.
Measurement error and bias: None.
Needed pilot studies: None.

Contact:  

Name:  John Luft (GSLEP)

Affiliation:  UDWR

Phone: (801) 537-3342

Email: johnluft@utah.gov
