Howard Slough WMA
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Boundaries and ownership:   The shoreline section extends between the Antelope Island north causeway and the WMA dike.  The WMA includes the lakeside of the dikes from the north end of the shoreline section to the south fork of the Weber River on Ogden Bay, as well as the drivable impoundments in Howard Slough WMA.  This area has a shoreline portion and large complexes of impounded water and emergent vegetation.  The WMA covers 3,430 ac, of which 95% is considered good waterbird habitat. The WMA is managed by the UDWR. 

Focal species:  Waterfowl and gulls utilize this area, with small numbers of terns also present.  This area was surveyed on the GSL WBS (areas 19a, 19b, 19c).  The only focal species that had means/survey >10 were LBDO – 22 and WIPH – 17.  Thousands of AMAV and hundreds of BNST were also counted.  Waterfowl found on this area include: mallards, pintails, green-winged teals, wigeons, common goldeneyes, cinnamon teals, redheads, buffleheads, redhead, scaup, ruddy, gadwall, ring-necked and northern shoveler.
Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats: When ponds are drawn down they are Type 1 habitat; otherwise the water is too deep and secondary ponds are Type 3.  Each year one of the pounds is drawn down on a rotating basis.  There are other areas of Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats in the WMA and these have been subdivided on a map.  The rest of the area is Type 3 habitat.  Classified habitat types in the area are open water (2,000 ac), marsh (810 ac), upland (389 ac), and mud flat (231 ac).  
Access and visibility of the birds:  There are some visibility problems with the south impoundment because of long distances.  If the dikes are repaired, the whole pond would be easily viewed except areas with tall vegetation.  

Past and current surveys:  Surveys are performed during the GSL WBS (areas 19a, 19b, 19c) of which 85% of the area is surveyed. Ground surveys of a draw down pond are performed, and aerial surveys of the rest of the area occur occasionally.  Waterfowl Census counts are conducted year round along standardized survey routes.  Routes are run monthly from January–September and semi-monthly October-January.  Waterfowl Census routes are also used to conduct the Non-game Bird surveys.  Conducted quarterly, these surveys are scheduled to coincide with spring migration (April), summer population (July), fall migration (September), and winter residents (January).  All waterbirds and shorebirds observed along the Non-game survey route are recorded.
Survey methods

Description:   

· Ground surveys on draw down ponds and aerial surveys for the rest of the habitat

· Area searches for shorebirds from observation points near Type 1 habitat
· Survey for gulls and terns during other surveys
Selection bias: Minimal because all Type 1 habitat can be surveyed.
Measurement error and bias: The outer dikes were washed out in 1997 resulting in salt water infiltrating the marsh vegetation.  The high salinity of the water killed plants, improving visibility for surveys.  Visibility of PEEPs in this area may be difficult because of the long distances on the south impoundment.

Needed pilot studies: None

Contact:

Name:  Val Bachman
Affiliation:  UDWR
Phone: 801-985-1398
Email: valbachman@utah.gov
