Cutler Marsh
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Boundaries and ownership: This area is bordered by Idaho to the north and I-15 to the west.  To the east and south, it is bordered by State highway 91 to Brigham City and highway 83 to I-15.  It is primarily mountain and river valley habitat and can be viewed as a higher elevation extension of the.   This area is managed by Utah Power, UDWR, Bridgerland Audubon Society and Utah State Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands (for sovereign lands).

Focal species: White-faced ibis, black-necked stilts, American avocets, white pelicans, great blue herons, Franklin’s gulls, and a variety of species of waterfowl
Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats:  The Bear River Portions of Cache Valley, including Cutler Marsh and Bear River Oxbow, are Type 2 habitat. The rest of the area is Type 3.  

Access and visibility of the birds: Can be difficult due to the amount of private land in the marsh.  Shorelines can be accessed by a canoe.  

Past and current surveys:  No surveys have been conducted. 
Potential survey methods: 
Description:   
· Line transects using distance sampling to determine abundance and species of birds that inhabit the marsh.  Transects will be conducted from a canoe.

· Surveys for secretive marsh birds using playback surveys
· Aerial surveys for black-necked stilts and avocets
· Survey of waterfowl on the open water by using a boat  

· Census for gulls and terns during waterfowl surveys
Selection bias: Problems with trespassing on private lands.  Can survey shorelines, but visibility past the shore would be difficult.

Measurement error and bias: In some areas vegetation growth will impede visibility.    

Needed pilot studies:  Finding ways to access all habitats to locate and survey focal bird species.  
