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5.  Mason Valley WMA 
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Boundaries 
West:  Range 25 from T.15N, R. 25E, S. 35 south to T.14N, R.25E, S. 25-26 
South:  T.14N, R.25E, S. 25-26 east to T.14N, R.26E, S. 27 
East:  T.14N, R.26E, S. 27 north to Southern Pacific Railroad (T.15N, R.26E, S. 34) 
North:  Southern Pacific Railroad from T.15N, R.26E, S. 34 west to T.15N, R.25E, S. 35 
 
Ownership 
NDOW      Mason Valley WMA 
Sierra Pacific Power Co.   Wabuska Power Plant Cooling Ponds 
Private  - T.14N, R26E, S. 30, 29, 29, 27, portions of 19, 20, 21, 22 
 
Focal Species 
White-faced Ibis   Western Grebe 
Snowy Egret    American Avocet 
Great Egret    Black-necked Stilt 
Black Tern    American Bittern 
Clark’s Grebe    Least Bittern 
Great Blue Heron 
 
Type I Habitat 
All WMA wetland units 
Wabuska Cooling Ponds 
 
Type II Habitat 
Agricultural fields when flooded 
 
Access and Visibility 
The site is about a 1 ½ hour drive from the Reno/Carson area. All Type I habitat is 
accessible.  Most sites, if not all can be surveyed from shore with decent visibility. 
However, wetland units on WMA have emergent vegetation that might affect visibility in 
certain places. 
 
Past and Current Surveys 
All sites have been surveyed systematically in the winter via aerial waterfowl survey 
since 1966. 
Spring Shorebird Surveys – opportunistic since 1988 
Fall Shorebird Surveys – opportunistic since 1988 
Aerial Colonial Nesting Bird Surveys – opportunistic 1990-1992 
 
Potential Survey Methods  

Description 
Ground surveys are feasible throughout the site, although sometimes birds are 
hidden by emergent vegetation, or get easily flushed when ponds are approached 
on dike roads.  
selection bias 
None 
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measurement error and bias 
Visibility obstructed by emergent vegetation  
Observer variability 

 
Pilot Studies Needed  
Probably not.  Preliminary historical efforts probably sufficient.  Some thought should be 
given into the importance of and approach to survey of flooded agricultural fields. 


