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Boundaries and ownership: 

Pablo National Wildlife Refuge is located in the Mission Valley of Northwest Montana, within the boundaries of the Flathead Indian Reservation. The 2,542-acre NWR is includes a 1,850 acre-reservoir of water at full pool level, and numerous pothole wetlands.
Ownership: The The NWR is managed as part of the National Bison Range by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under agreement with the Bureau of Indian Affairs- Flathead Irrigation Project and the Confederated Salish Kootenai Tribes.
County: Lake

Directions: 2 miles south of Polson and 75 miles north of Missoula on hwy 93.

Contact: Lee Jones, Wildlife Biologist
National Bison Range 

 (406) 644 - 2211 x209

lee_c_jones@fws.gov

Focal species using the site, timing of use, and habitat use
	Focal Species
	Avg. Abundance

(nesting pairs) 
	Season of Use
	Type 1 Habitat Use
	Type 2 Habitat Use

	Clark's Grebe
	?
	
	
	

	Eared Grebe
	Occasional
	
	Main reservoir and DU units
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	<10
	breeding
	Main reservoir and DU units
	

	Red-necked Grebe
	10-20
	breeding
	Main reservoir and DU units
	

	Western Grebe
	(10-25)
	breeding
	
	

	American White Pelican
	15-40
	Spring-fall
	Forage on reservoir
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	50
	breeding
	
	

	American Bittern
	?
	
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	30-50
	breeding
	Nest on west side of NWR
	

	Black-crowned Night Heron
	?
	
	
	

	White-faced Ibis
	?
	
	
	

	Sora
	<10
	spring
	Emergent vegetation
	

	Virginia Rail
	?
	
	
	

	Sandhill Crane
	
	Spring migration
	Upland, not on NWR
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	4
	Breeding?
	mudflats
	

	American Avocet
	15-25
	Breeding?
	mudflats
	

	Willet
	?
	
	
	

	Long-billed Curlew
	2-4
	Spring/summer
	upland
	

	Wilson’s Phalarope
	<20
	spring
	
	

	California Gull
	<50
	breeding
	Nests on small island
	

	Franklin's Gull
	0
	
	
	

	Ring-billed Gull
	<200
	breeding
	Nests on small island
	

	Caspian Tern
	(2)
	breeding
	
	

	Common Tern
	?
	
	
	

	Black Tern
	(5)
	breeding
	
	

	Forster's Tern
	(5)
	breeding
	
	

	Migrant Shorebirds
	
	migration
	mudflats
	

	Other Birds Present:
Trumpeter swan (introduced 2002)

Common loon
	<35

1-4
	Breeding

	
	


Access to Type 1 and 2 habitat and the visibility of the birds 

· Portions of the refuge are closed during the spring to minimize human disturbance to nesting birds.  
· Boat for main reservoir and Duck’s Unlimited Units

Conservation issues

· Irrigation demands regulate water levels on main reservoir
· Some residential development in area
· Above ground powerline mortality
Conservation measures 

· The Refuge is closed to hunting.
· 4 Duck’s Unlimited Units created by diking across reservoir arms.  Permits independent water manipulation for enhanced nesting success and brood rearing.
Past and current surveys
· Annual waterfowl pair counts (May) with 3 surveyors on horseback
· Annual waterfowl brood counts (August) 2 surveyors canoe DU units, and boat main reservoir
· Cormorant and heron nest monitoring 1980’s-1990’s- observations from shore
· Annual dragging nest counts-spring and summer
Reports/publications:  

All NWR survey accounts available at refuge office
Survey methods

description – 

selection bias –  
measurement error and bias – tall vegetation effects visibility in DU units
Pilot studies needed
None
Monitoring/surveying needs
· Need monitoring information to better manage species other than waterfowl in DU units.

· Need information on effects of timing and level of water manipulation on additional target species

· CSKT or NWR staff or volunteers may be able to conduct surveys

Source

National Bison Range staff, 2005.  Personal Communication

Gullett, B. 2005. Personal communication. Confederated Kootenai and Salish Tribes
