SWAN RIVER (NWR)
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Boundaries and ownership: 

Swan River is a 1,568-acre National Wildlife Refuge located in the Swan Valley of northwest Montana. 

Ownership: The NWR is managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part of the National Bison Range, and is administered by the Assistant Refuge Manager located at Lost Trail NWR. The NWR includes a  210-acre U.S. Forest Service in-holding.

County: Lake

Directions: 38 miles southeast of Creston on hwy 83.
Contact: Ray Washtak

(406) 858-2442

Focal species using the site, timing of use, and habitat use
	Focal Species
	Avg. Abundance

(nesting pairs) 
	Season of Use
	Type 1 Habitat Use
	Type 2 Habitat Use

	Clark's Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Eared Grebe
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Red-necked Grebe
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Western Grebe
	common
	breeding
	
	

	American White Pelican
	
	
	
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	occasional
	spring
	
	

	American Bittern
	uncommon
	breeding
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Black-crowned Night Heron
	
	
	
	

	White-faced Ibis
	
	
	
	

	Sora
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Virginia Rail
	
	
	
	

	Sandhill Crane
	
	
	
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	occasional
	spring
	
	

	American Avocet
	occasional
	spring
	
	

	Willet
	
	
	
	

	Long-billed Curlew
	
	
	
	

	Wilson’s Phalarope
	uncommon
	breeding
	
	

	California Gull
	uncommon
	spring-fall
	
	

	Franklin's Gull
	
	
	
	

	Ring-billed Gull
	uncommon
	spring-fall
	
	

	Caspian Tern
	
	
	
	

	Common Tern
	
	
	
	

	Black Tern
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Forster's Tern
	occasional
	spring-fall
	
	

	Migrant Shorebirds
	
	
	
	

	Other Birds Present:

Common Loon
	
	breeding
	
	


Access to Type 1 and 2 habitat and the visibility of the birds 

Conservation issues
· Residential development

Conservation measures 

Past and current surveys

Reports/publications:  

Survey methods

description – boat

selection bias –

measurement error and bias –

Pilot studies needed

Monitoring/surveying needs
· More frequent monitoring of all species

· No one available to conduct monitoring on site

· Local Audubon chapter may provide source for volunteers
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