51-14. DEER FLAT NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

(Snake River portion of refuge — does not include Lake Lowell)

Boundaries and ownership
Boundaries: 113 miles of river stretching from Canyon-Ada County line in Idaho to Farewell Bend in
Oregon.
Ownership: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Focal species using the site and timing of use:

Multiple (101) islands provide habitat for nesting Canada Geese, ducks, herons, other waterbirds, gulls,
and secretive marshbirds. During migration waterfowl and shorebirds are present, and waterfowl are
also present in winter.

Colonies.: Double-crested Cormorant, mixed heron and egret colonies, California Gull

Location of type 1 and 2 habitat within the site:

Functional Group Type 1 Habitat Type 2 Habitat
waterbirds open water & emergent vegetation none
large waders breeding colonies, emergent vegetation rest of shoreline
waterfowl open water, edges during breeding season none
shorebirds islands, exposed mudflats during spring/fall migration |rest of shoreline
gulls and terns all areas none

Access to the type 1 and 2 habitat and visibility of the birds:

USFWS does not control any of the shoreline. Many areas are open to the public, but there is quite a bit
of private land. For access to islands, contact USFWS (Elaine Johnson — see contact info below) for a
special use permit (a study proposal will be needed). Visibility of birds is dependent on species, season,
and particular island — highly variable.

Conservation issues:

e Introduced plants or animals
Unreliable water levels
Development
Disturbance of birds
Drought

Conservation measures taken, in progress, or proposed:
e Islands are closed to public entry from February 1% — May 31*.
e Spraying of noxious weeds — in progress
e Prescribed fire to maintain suitable nesting habitat on the islands - proposed
¢ Nesting platforms have been constructed on many of the islands

Past and current surveys:
e As part of some studies regarding predator losses and river water levels, bird work was done on
many of the islands in 1997-1999 (report available).
e Canada goose nesting surveys done on foot every year in April with follow-up in May.
e Aerial winter waterfowl counts done every year in January.

IBIS v1.0, Page 153/236



Potential survey methods
Description.

a. Colony counts for nesting Black-crowned Night Herons, California Gulls, and Double Crested
Cormorants
b. Census for waterfowl and other waterbirds on the open water using a boat or from land. Late
summer or winter counts may be better than breeding season counts, as waterfowl are more
easily detected during this period.
c. Area searches for migrating shorebirds from observation points near Type 1 habitat.
d. Census for gulls and terns during waterfowl counts. A boat will be needed for many of the
sites.

Selection bias: NJA
Measurement error and bias: Some islands have very thick vegetation

Needed pilot studies: None may be needed.

Contact:

NAME: Elaine Johnson - USFWS
ADDRESS:

PHONE: 208-467-9278

FAX:

EMAIL: Elaine Johnson@r1.fws.gov
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