
  

50-8A.  LAKE PEND OREILLE (CLARK FORK DELTA IBA) 
 
Boundaries and ownership: 

Boundaries:  West – Lake Pend Oreille, East – bridge, South – Johnson Creek Sportsman Access road 
Ownership:  Idaho Department of Fish and Game, Army Corps of Engineers, Private 

 
 
Focal species using the site and timing of use: 
This site supports double-crested cormorants, shorebirds and more than 2,000 ducks, swans, and geese 
(Redhead, Wood Duck, Common Merganser, Green-winged Teal, American Widgeon, Mallard, Common 
Goldeneye, Tundra Swan, Canada Goose) in spring and fall migrations.  Supports two Bald Eagle nests 
and 20+ osprey nests.  Vaux’s swifts sometimes occur in high numbers during the summer. Common 
loons present during migration and occasionally heard during the breeding season but no documented 
breeding. 
 
Colonies: Great Blue Heron 
 
Location of type 1 and 2 habitat within the site: 
 
Functional Group Type 1 Habitat Type 2 Habitat 
large waders breeding colonies, emergent vegetation rest of shoreline 
secretive marshbirds water's edge none 
waterfowl open water, edges during breeding season none 
shorebirds exposed mudflats during spring/fall migration rest of shoreline 

gulls and terns all areas none 
 
Access to the type 1 and 2 habitat and visibility of the birds: 
Best access is by motor boat (Sportsman’s Access at Clark Fork, or public access in town of Hope), as 
visibility of birds is good from the water.  Access road along part of the delta allows for good survey 
points for a portion of the area.  Contact Army Corps of Engineers regarding access to drift yards from 
March 1 – June 15. 
 
Conservation issues: 

• Dam operation causes continuing loss of delta land to erosion 
• Private land in the delta is being subdivided and sold 
• Dam operation alters natural hydrology resulting in degraded habitat quality 

 
Conservation measures taken, in progress, or proposed: 

• Mitigation money from Bonneville Power Administration is available; WWP Cabinet Dam 
relicensing procedure starting 

• Covered by the Pend Oreille WMA long-range management plan 
 
Past and current surveys: 

• Aerial winter waterfowl surveys 
• Bald Eagle nest monitoring 
• Fall waterfowl check stations 
• Occasional Audubon field trips to the area 
• Common Loon Surveys by Nate Hall of the Army Corps of Engineers 
 

Potential survey methods 
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Description 
a. Nest searches for grebes and other waterbirds nesting in the emergent vegetation in small 
colonies.   
b. Colony counts for nesting Great Blue Herons. 
c. Census for waterfowl on the open water, probably by boat.   
d. Area searches for migrating shorebirds from observation points near Type 1 habitat.   
e. Systematic sampling, probably including the use of playback calls, for secretive marshbirds. 
f.  Census for gulls and terns during waterfowl counts. 

 
Selection bias:  None for water-based surveys 
 
Measurement error and bias:  N/A 

 
Needed pilot studies:  None needed. 
 
Contact: 
NAME:  Bryan Helmich or David Leptich - IDFG      
ADDRESS: 2750 Kathleen Ave., Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815 
PHONE:  208-769-1414 
FAX:  208-769-1418 
EMAIL:  bhelmich@idfg.state.id.us, dleptich@idfg.state.id.us  
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