
  

50-3B.  COEUR D’ALENE LAKE (WOLF LODGE, BEAUTY AND BLUE CREEK 
BAYS IBA) 
 
Boundaries and ownership: 

Boundaries:  Includes the three adjacent bays (Wolf Lodge, Beauty, and Blue Creek) to Couer d’Alene 
Lake 
Ownership:  Bureau of Land Management, private 
 

Focal species using the site and timing of use: 
Mostly a wintering site for waterbirds.  Large numbers of Bald Eagles (40 per winter), with wintering 
waterfowl (Common and Barrow’s Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Hooded Merganser), waterbirds (Horned, Red-
necked, and Western Grebe), and gulls.  Osprey arrive in late March, as well as Common Loons, Tundra 
Swans, and Northern Pintails.  Wood Ducks and Cinnamon Teal breed in the area.   
 
Location of type 1 and 2 habitat within the site: 
 
Functional Group Type 1 Habitat Type 2 Habitat 
waterbirds open water & emergent vegetation none 
waterfowl open water, edges during breeding season (Wood 

Ducks and Cinnamon Teal in W.L Creek) 
none 

gulls and terns all areas none 
 
Access to the type 1 and 2 habitat and visibility of the birds: 
Most of the site is easily accessible by roads weaving along the shoreline.  Birds should be quite visible 
from the shoreline either through binoculars or a scope.  Boat access may also be helpful (two boat 
ramps available). 
 
Conservation issues: 

• Logging on surrounding private lands is a significant problem 
• Development of home sites along lakeshore 
• Grazing in meadow pastures is a serious problem 
• Significant recreational development/overuse could also be a potential disturbance problem for 

birds in the area 
 
Conservation measures taken, in progress, or proposed: 

• The BLM has acquired, and plans to acquire more, lands for the public 
• The BLM has implemented environmental education at Mineral Ridge Trail and Wolf Lodge Eagle 

viewing.  Public land along Blue Creek Bay offers excellent opportunity for additional 
environmental education. 

 
Past and current surveys: 
Winter Bald Eagle counts – record number of wintering eagles in 2003/2004 
 
Potential survey methods 

Description: 

 

a. Census for waterbirds and waterfowl on the open water using a boat or from viewpoints along 
shoreline.   
b.  Census for gulls and terns during waterfowl counts. 
c.  Systematic sampling, probably including the use of playback calls, for secretive marshbirds 
marshy area of Wolf Lodge Bay, east of ID-97. 
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Selection bias:  N/A 
 
Measurement error and bias:  N/A 
 

Needed pilot studies:  None may be needed. 
 
Contact: 
NAME:  Scott Robinson - BLM      
ADDRESS: 1808 N. Third St., Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814                  
PHONE:  208-769-5048 
FAX:  208-769-5050 
EMAIL:  scott_robinson@blm.gov    
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