Bear River Bay
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Boundaries and ownership: This system is bounded on the north and east by state, federal, and private wetlands; on the south by industry; and to the west by the Promontory Mountains.  Bear River Bay receives the largest volume of riverine inflow and its near-surface salinity is similar to that of the Bear River. Because of this, the bay is fresh enough to support a community of submergent hydrophytes.  This area can be dry or wetlands, depending on the water level.  Landowners are UDWR, Utah State Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands (for sovereign lands), USFWS, Bear River Club, and Marsh Holders Inc. 

Focal Species: Means/survey (>10) for the Bear River Bay were WIPH – 8215, LBDO – 212, MAGO – 22, PEEP – 1428, and PHAL – 63.  Means/survey (>10) for Willard Spur were WIPH – 965, LBDO – 2373, MAGO – 1398, and PEEP – 231.  There were also thousands of AMAV and BNST on both surveys.  
Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats: The Willard Spur area north and east of the evaporation ponds is Type 1 habitat.  West of the evaporation ponds is Type 2 habitat 

Access visibility of the birds:  All type 1 habitat is accessible.
Past and current surveys:  Bear River Bay (area 37) and Willard Spur (area 28) were surveyed on the GSL Waterbird Survey.  These areas were surveyed by transects from the air.  The count data were extrapolated to cover the whole area; therefore, the entire area was not covered completely.  Detection rates were relatively low because of fast travel speeds of the aircraft and some shorebirds hiding in the vegetation.  

Potential survey methods

Description:  
· Surveys of the Willard Spur by airboat will provide complete coverage.   Occasional aerial surveys for the rest of the area are adequate to confirm the absence of substantial numbers of focal species.  
Selection Bias: None

Measurement Error and Bias: Minimal.  All Type 1 habitat sampled.

Pilot Studies Needed: None

Contact:

Name:  Randy Berger

Affiliation: UDWR
Phone: 435-854-3610
Email: randyberger@utah.gov
