Associated Duck Clubs
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Boundaries and ownership:  This area includes all of the Ambassador Duck Club and Harrison Duck Club properties, as well as any other property where access is obtained within the Associated Duck Club. Approximately 90% of this area is appropriate waterbird habitat and there is some ephemeral, upland playa habitat as well. 
Focal species:  Waterfowl and a few shorebirds (PEEP, WESA, KILL). AMAV and BNST are well distributed throughout the surveyed portion of this area. There is no known area with good habitat for PEEPs. When the lake elevation was higher there were more SNPL. WESA are usually near the large western pond.  The Ambassador and Harrison Duck Clubs were surveyed in the GSL WBS (area 7), which covered 15% of the area.  Means/survey for focal species (>10) were: PEEP 41, WESA 23, KILL 17.  

Type 1, 2 and 3 habitats:  There are some scattered Type 2 areas and the rest of the area is Type 3.

Access and visibility of the birds:  When the lake elevation is low and water isn’t coming into the ponds, then tall vegetation (Phragmites spp.) takes over.  Some of the clubs remove the plants and manage for the shorter wetland vegetation.  Permission from the various duck clubs is necessary, and observers may need to use a boat to navigate the North Point Duck Club.

Past and current surveys:  The Ambassador and Harrison Duck Clubs are surveyed in the GSL WBS (area 7), which covers 15% of the area.   

Potential survey methods

 Description:

· Survey periodically with ground and boat surveys for focal species
Selection bias: It is possible to cover the entire area and access is good.  
Measurement error and bias: Visibility was uninhibited for most of the surveyed area, though in some cases (large ponds) viewing distances were too great to have 100% detectability.  It would be possible to walk around ponds to get better views.  In areas with tall vegetation one could probably see into the ponds from an observation platform.

Needed pilot studies: None
Contact:  

Name:  Pat Kelly

Phone: (801) 575-6730
