55-30  Soda Lake Wildlife Habitat Management Area
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Location:  Sublette County, 42° 57’ N, 109° 51 W.  Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area is located five miles north of Pinedale, Wyoming.  It is situated at an elevation of 7,400 feet within the Upper Green River Basin at the foothills of the Wind River Mountain range.  
Boundaries and Ownership: Wyoming Game and Fish Department owns and manages the area; 3,800 acres.

Focal Species: Breeding American wigeon, bufflehead, lesser scaup, redhead, northern pintail, northern shoveler, mallard, canvasback.  Common loons during spring migration. The are is a significant migratory staging and breeding area for waterfowl.
Location of Type 1 and Type 2 habitat:  Sagebrush shrubland makes up the 80% of the habitat type within the Soda Lake Wildlife Management Area.  Open water (10%), aspen stands (8%), and wetlands (5%) make up the remainder of the habitats in the area.  It is situated at an elevation of 7,400 feet within the Upper Green River Basin at the foothills of the Wind River Mountain range.  Gently rolling topography dominated by upland vegetation types of sagebrush, assorted grasses, and aspen stands.  Annual precipitation averages 36cm.  Seven glacial ponds and an inlet marsh to Soda Lake are included in the management area.  No other wetlands exist within approximately 3 miles of the site.  
Access to Type 1 and Type 2 habitat and visibility of the birds: Access to type 1 habitat is good.  A wildlife viewing/observation facility was constructed at one of the lager ponds for public use and the facility is open throughout the summer season.  It continues to provide great viewing and educational opportunities for waterfowl.  Currently viewing opportunity for wild waterfowl is excellent from the existing facility.  Additionally, existing 2-track roads provide walking tour routes for bird watchers.  
Past and current surveys: Annual brood surveys have been conducted since 2002. Contact Alison Lyon-Holloran (Audubon WY). 
Potential survey methods:  Breeding (summer) – fixed-point survey method (use survey method recommend and used in the past by WGFD).

Potential survey methods, measurement error and bias:  Virtually none.  Each of the ponds can be surveyed entirely and easily. Visibility is high at most of the ponds, 90% on average.
Needed pilot studies:  None.  Should contact Audubon WY  when planning new survey work.
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