55-27  Seedskadee National Wildlife Refuge
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Location:  Seedskadee National Wildlife Refuge is located 37 miles southwest of Green River, Wyoming; 41° 50’00”N, 109° 50’ 00” W.

Boundaries and Ownership: USFWS owns and manages the entire area; 23,000 acres.
Focal Species:  The area is home to various neotropical migrants during the summer, wintering bald eagles and wintering and breeding trumpeter swans. Peregrine falcons and mountain plovers inhabit the area during migration.

Priority Species:
# of Birds 

Season       

Bald Eagle

   25


W, B?

Trumpeter Swan
  15+


W

Mountain Plover
  15+


FM

Location of Type 1 and Type 2 habitat:  The Green River provides riparian areas and patches of important woody habitat that bisect the entire length of the Refuge.   A number of natural and developed wetlands exist along the length of the river and contain various emergent and submerged aquatic plants.  The uplands away from the river’s edge are composed of sagebrush, greasewood and grass.  
Access to Type 1 and Type 2 habitat and visibility of the birds: Access to all the habitats are good.  There is a rather large visitor center overlooking the riparian corridor which provides excellent bird/wildlife viewing of the area.  There area also 2-tracks throughout the refuge and through the shrubland habitat.  
Past and current surveys: Annual brood and migration surveys have been conducted since 2004. Contact Alison Lyon-Holloran (Audubon WY). 
Potential survey methods, measurement error and bias:  Breeding (summer) –brood survey for shorebirds and some waterfowl. Migration (fall and spring) – fixed point for shorebirds and waterfowl.  Visibility is high in some areas (80%), and difficult in others.
Needed pilot studies:  Should contact Audubon WY in planning new surveys.
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