55-26  Pathfinder National Wildlife Refuge
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Location:  Natrona County, 42° 25’ N, 106° 55’ W.  The area is located approximately 50 miles southwest of the town of Casper, Wyoming.  The Refuge is federally owned and is divided into four management units; Soda Lake Unit, Deweese Creek Unit, Sweetwater Unit, and Sage Creek Unit.
Boundaries and Ownership:  USFWS manages the area, however BLM oversees the grazing management within the area; 16,807 acres.
Focal Species:  Significant concentration of waterfowl and shorebirds.  The area is a spring and fall migration staging area located in the central portion of the state along the North Platte River Corridor.  Pathfinder is also a major nesting area for American avocets, Wilson’s phalaropes, and willets.   

Priority Species:

Average
  Season         

Green-winged Teal

  216

SM, FM, B

Cinnamon Teal

  70                
SM, FM, B

Canvasback


  40                
SM, FM

Redhead

            175                
SM, FM

Ring-necked Duck

   10

SM, FM

Bufflehead


   10

SM, FM

Hooded Merganser

   90

SM, FM
                     
American Avocet
          2,000+               SM, FM, B

Willet



200

SM, FM, B

Wilson’s Phalarope

3,000+

SM, FM, B
Location of Type 1 and Type 2 habitat:  Habitats range from primary grasslands, to secondary lowland riparian meadows, sands, sagebrush shrubland and greasewood dominated grasslands, rock outcrops and open water.  The Sweetwater and North Platte Rivers are the major water source inflows into the Pathfinder Reservoir.  Other additional water sources include Horse Creek, Sand Creek, Canyon Creek, Deweese Creek, and Sage Creek.  Pathfinder National Wildlife Refuge is used primarily as a water supply for irrigation, but also for hunting/fishing, livestock grazing, and nature and wildlife conservation.  The riparian areas are regularly used by the shorebirds and waterfowl and Steamboat Lake is a breeding ground for American Avocets and Wilson’s Phalaropes.

There are many grassland species such as Mountain Plover and McCown’s Longspurs that are observed on the refuge every year.

Access to Type 1 and Type 2 habitat and visibility of the birds: Access to type 1 habitat (riparian) is good.  A wildlife viewing/observation facility was constructed off Hwy 220 that overlooks Steamboat Lake.  Public use of the wildlife viewing area is used regularly throughout the year.  It continues to provide great viewing and educational opportunities for waterfowl.  Currently viewing opportunity for wild waterfowl is excellent from the existing facility.  Brood and migration surveys have been done for the past 5 years at Steamboat Lake, however the lake is very large and has a lot of shoreline which makes it difficult to see all the birds in the area.

Past and current surveys: Annual brood and migration surveys have been conducted since 2001. Contact Alison Lyon-Holloran (Audubon WY). 
Potential survey methods:  Breeding (summer) –brood survey for shorebirds and some waterfowl. Migration (fall and spring) – fixed point for shorebirds and waterfowl.

Potential survey methods, measurement error and bias:  Steamboat Lake is very large and hard to survey.  Also the other areas of the units of the refuge have not been surveyed but need to be.  Visibility is high (about 70%) in some areas of Steamboat lake and difficult in others.

Needed pilot studies:  Should contact Audubon WY.

