55-25  Alpine Wetlands / Palisades Reservoir
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Location:  Lincoln County. The Alpine Wetland area is located on the boarder of Idaho and Wyoming just south of Alpine, Wyoming at the mouth of the Salt River inlet at Palisades Reservoir.
Boundaries and Ownership: Land is designated as Caribou National Forest and withdrawn for the purposes of the Palisades Dam Project by the US Bureau of Reclamation (including land below high water mark of Palisades Reservoir and extended above the high water line 200 feet); 254 acres federally owned.
Focal Species:  Waterfowl (major migration staging area, some nesting). The area is potential nesting and migration habitat for trumpeter swans.  It is used by a swan pair nesting outside the wetland complex.  The area is also critical migration staging area for many species of waterfowl and shorebirds.  The area was designed to provide migration staging habitat and nesting habitat for trumpeter swans.  Other species that were targeted for this plan include:  gadwall, American wigeon, cinnamon teal, green-winged teal, northern shoveler, ruddy duck, redhead, and mallard.  

Priority Species:                                  Season

Common Loon


B, SM, FM

Wilson’s Phalarope


B, SM, FM

Long-billed Curlew


SM, FM

American White Pelican

SM, FM

Trumpeter Swan


B, SM, FM, W

Forster’s Tern



SM, FM

Location of Type 1 and Type 2 habitat:  
Total area by Habitat Type:

Willow: 42 acres

Wetland: 20

River:  9

Grass:  65

Mudflat/Annuals:  118

The wetland unit consists of numerous constructed ponds, islands, dikes and canals that provide productive breeding and staging area for waterfowl, shorebirds and neotropical migrants.  The Palisades Reservoir was filled in 1958, and wetland habitats on the lower Salt River were inundated replacing the original vegetation with mud and gravel flats.  Fluctuating water levels in the shallow flats at the mouth of the Salt River restricted duck and goose nesting and brood rearing in that area.  Therefore, in 1969 the Forest Service, Idaho and Wyoming Game and Fish Departments and the US Fish and Wildlife Service agreed upon a waterfowl management plan for the Palisades Reservoir’s south end.  In 1992 the Alpine Wetland Project was completed, creating 6 permanent shallow water wetlands, a water supply canal with head gates, and 2 water control structures as well as rehabilitation of a 2,400 foot long irrigation ditch system.
Access to Type 1 and Type 2 habitat and visibility of the birds:  Access to type 1 habitat is good.  A wildlife viewing/observation facility was constructed prior to development of the wetland complex.  The facility has consistent use throughout the spring and fall seasons.  It continues to provide great viewing and educational opportunities for waterfowl.  Additionally, existing dikes and roads provide walking tour routes for bird watchers or school groups.  Actually, few other opportunities are available without undue disturbance to wildlife present.
Past and current surveys: Susan Patla (WGFD-Jackson, WY) conducts yearly breeding survey of area.

Potential survey methods, measurement error and bias:  Virtually no error or bias.  A survey during the breeding season would be beneficial.
Needed pilot studies:  Should contact Audubon WY  when planning new survey work.
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