RED ROCK LAKES (NWR)
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Boundaries and ownership: 

Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge is located in the Centennial Valley of southwest Montana.  The Refuge encompasses a large montane wetland complex of approximately 13,300 ha at an elevation of 1,676 m.  The southwestern portion of Lower Red Rock Lake is predominantly open-water habitat with interspersed islands of bulrush (Scirpus spp.).  The north and east extent of the lake is palustrine emergent vegetation with typically small (< 2 ha), scattered open-water “ponds”.

Due to the harsh conditions, most birds migrate out of this area to winter, and many migrants pass over Red Rock Lakes without stopping in spring. Fall migration, however, is more extensive.

Ownership: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

County: Beaverhead

Directions: 
Contact:

Jeff Warren, Biologist

Red Rock Lakes NWR 
Monida Star Route, Box 15 
Lima, MT 59739
(406) 276-3536 (main office)

Focal species using the site, timing of use, and habitat use

	Focal Species
	Avg. Abundance

(nesting pairs) 
	Season of Use
	Type 1 Habitat Use
	Type 2 Habitat Use

	Clark's Grebe
	uncommon
	breeding
	
	

	Eared Grebe
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Red-necked Grebe
	occasional
	breeding
	
	

	Western Grebe
	
 common

	breeding
	
	

	American White Pelican
	common
	Breeding?
	
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	common
	breeding
	
	

	American Bittern
	uncommon
	breeding
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Black-crowned Night Heron
	common
	breeding
	
	

	White-faced Ibis
	uncommon (9 breeding colonies) 1
	breeding
	Nest on 9 bulrush islands on lower lake
	

	Sora
	uncommon
	breeding
	
	

	Virginia Rail
	occasional
	breeding
	
	

	Sandhill Crane
	common 
	breeding
	
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	occasional
	
	
	

	American Avocet
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Willet
	present
	breeding
	
	

	Long-billed Curlew
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Wilson’s Phalarope
	present
	breeding
	
	

	California Gull
	abundant
	breeding
	
	

	Franklin's Gull
	300+2
	breeding
	
	

	Ring-billed Gull
	uncommon
	breeding
	
	

	Caspian Tern
	
	
	
	

	Common Tern
	
	
	
	

	Black Tern
	occasional
	
	
	

	Forster's Tern
	common
	breeding
	
	

	Migrant Shorebirds
	abundant
	Fall migration
	
	

	Other Birds Present
	~75  (~3 nests) 1
	breeding
	
	


Access to Type 1 and 2 habitat and the visibility of the birds 

· Refuge Roads -- Lower Lake Road is open May 15 through December 1; Culver Road is open July 15 through September 30; Idlewild Trail is open to vehicles September 1 through December 1 and for hiking only December 2 through August 3 1. Through Roads -- Red Rock Pass, North Side, and Elk Lake Roads are open all year, as weather permits. 
· Boating is limited to canoes, kayaks, rowboats, rafts, and other non-motorized vessels in designated areas. On the Upper Red Rock Lake, boating season is open from July 15 to freeze up. Boating is allowed on the Lower Red Rock Lake from September 1 to freeze up. Boat launching sites are available at both Upper and Lower Red Rock Lakes.
Conservation issues

Conservation measures 

· Current Refuge objectives for wetland habitat management are to mimic naturally dynamic wet/dry hydrological cycle, for maintaining ecological function of palustrine wetlands.  

Past and current surveys

· Red Rocks NWR staff conduct two major trumpeter swan aerial surveys covering the tri-state areas of Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming.

· 2003-2004 surveys of all waterfowl at random plots in Lower Red Rocks complex, banded 163 White-faced Ibis juveniles.

Reports/publications:  

· Bi-annual swan production memo

Survey methods

description – 

selection bias –

measurement error and bias –

Pilot studies needed

Monitoring/surveying needs
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