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Boundaries and ownership: 

Ninepipe National Wildlife Refuge is located in the Mission Valley of Northwest Montana, within the boundaries of the Flathead Indian Reservation. The 2,062-acre NWR is superimposed on an irrigation reservoir that contains about 1,672 acres of water at full pool level. The surrounding grasslands include a 4,000 acre FW&P Wildlife Management Area, Tribal lands, and 2,000 acres of FWS conservation easements.
Ownership: The Ninepipes NWR is within the Flathead Indian Reservation, and is managed as part of the National Bison Range by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under agreement with the Bureau of Indian Affairs- Flathead Irrigation Project and the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.
County: Lake

Directions: 5 miles south of Ronan, off Hwy 12.
Contact:

Lee Jones, Wildlife Biologist

National Bison Range 

(406) 644 - 2211 x209

lee_c_jones@fws.gov

Focal species using the site, timing of use, and habitat use

	Focal Species
	Avg. Abundance

(nesting pairs) 
	Season of Use
	Type 1 Habitat Use
	Type 2 Habitat Use

	Clark's Grebe
	(5)*
	breeding
	along dam and south shore
	

	Eared Grebe
	(2)
	
	along dam and south shore
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	10
	spring/summer
	along dam and south shore
	

	Red-necked Grebe
	30-50 (?)*
	breeding
	along dam and south shore
	

	Western Grebe
	50-100 (40-50)*
	breeding
	along dam and south shore
	

	American White Pelican
	15-50
	summer
	
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	50-100
	breeding, fall
	Nest on islands
	

	American Bittern
	
	
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	50 (?)
	breeding
	Nest on islands, willows along north and south shores
	

	Black-crowned Night Heron
	
	
	
	

	White-faced Ibis
	
	
	
	

	Sora
	2-3
	
	
	

	Virginia Rail
	
	
	
	

	Sandhill Crane
	2-4
	migration
	Upland in WPA’s
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	2-4
	spring/summer
	
	

	American Avocet
	10-100 (?)*
	breeding
	
	

	Willet
	occasional
	summer
	
	

	Long-billed Curlew
	
	
	Upland surrounding NWR
	

	Wilson’s Phalarope
	20 (?)
	breeding
	
	

	California Gull
	(-500)
	Breeding, fall
	Nest on islands
	

	Franklin's Gull
	1
	Breeding?
	islands, west and south shores
	

	Ring-billed Gull
	(1000-2000)
	Breeding, fall
	Nest on islands
	

	Caspian Tern
	(2-5)
	breeding
	islands, west and south shores
	

	Common Tern
	
	
	
	

	Black Tern
	(few-30)*
	breeding
	islands, west and south shores
	

	Forster's Tern
	(20-40)*
	breeding
	islands, west and south shores 
	

	Migrant Shorebirds
	
	migration
	islands, west and south shores
	

	Other Birds Present:

Common Loon
	
	
	
	


*Breeding numbers and nest success are highly variable due to fluctuating water levels

Access to Type 1 and 2 habitat and the visibility of the birds 

· Portions of the refuge are closed during the spring to minimize human disturbance to nesting birds.  

· Boat would be necessary for accurately surveying terns, gulls, shorebirds, and waterfowl.  Cormorants and herons visible from shore.  No public boat use on the reservoir.  

	Point
	Species, Groups, and/or Habitat Type 
	Visibility from Point (portion of wetland/species visible, how varies seasonally)
	Access/Directions to point (permission required?)

	1
	Grebes, gulls, shorebirds
	Northwest half of reservoir
	Along dam south of hwy 212

	2
	Grebes, gull, shorebirds, terns
	Southeast half reservoir
	Public parking and small trail off hwy 93

	3
	Shorebirds and terns
	Southshore reservoir
	Various sites along southern boundary with visibility of southern shore of reservoir


Conservation issues

· Ninepipe reservoir was constructed for storage of irrigation water, and water levels vary greatly depending on storage and demand.  Effects  availability of shoreline habitat and impacting nest success due to flooding in spring.

· Increasing housing development in area and Hwy 93 expansion 

· Bird mortality due to above ground powerlines

Conservation measures 

· The Refuge is closed to hunting, there are seasonal closures during nesting, and no boats permitted.

· Cattle grazing is conducted with a deferred rotational system worked out with the Tribes and allowed with a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

· Minimum water levels are in place to protect fisheries.

· Residential encroachment onto the NWR itself has been prevented by a 50-year effort by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks to purchase and conserve adjacent land.  About 80% of the NWR boundary abuts FWP property.  Nearly half of the rest has federal conservation easements.

Past and current surveys

· NWR: Winter waterfowl-aerial

· NWR: Annual waterfowl pair counts (May) and brood counts (August), record other species observed (tern and grebe nesting and young)

· NWR: gull nest counts in 1990’s

· NWR: Cormorant and heron nesting documented in 1990’s

· Common Loons, shoreline, May and July

· Canada Goose brood count, June

· MTFWP: no wetland bird surveys on WMA

· CSKT: waterfowl

Reports/publications:  

Gull report on file at Ninepipe NWR

Cormorant and heron report on file at Ninepipe NWR

Annual Narratives, Ninepipe NWR, contains all survey information for year

Survey methods

description – 

selection bias –

measurement error and bias – North and south shores have variable dense and tall vegetation.
Pilot studies needed

None

Monitoring/surveying needs

· Annual nest monitoring of tern and grebe species

· Study of effects of changing water levels and timing on nest success, need information to minimize negative impacts of irrigation on nesting species.

· May be opportunity for tribal employee, seasonal technician, or volunteers to conduct surveys

Sources
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