LEE METCALF (NWR)
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Boundaries and ownership: 

Lee Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge is located along the Bitterroot River of western Montana.   The NWR is 2800 acres in size, and includes both riparian and wetland habitats.

Ownership: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

County: Ravalli

Directions: From Missoula, take US 93 south about 30 miles to Stevensville. At the Stevensville cutoff road (269), turn east. Travel one mile to Eastside Highway (203) and again turn east. Travel a quarter-mile to Wildfowl Lane and turn north. The Refuge is 2 miles from this intersection.
Contact:

Focal species using the site, timing of use, and habitat use
	Focal Species
	Avg. Abundance

(nesting pairs) 
	Season of Use
	Type 1 Habitat Use
	Type 2 Habitat Use

	Clark's Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Eared Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Red-necked Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Western Grebe
	
	
	
	

	American White Pelican
	
	
	
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	
	
	
	

	American Bittern
	
	
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	
	
	
	

	Black-crowned Night Heron
	
	
	
	

	White-faced Ibis
	
	
	
	

	Sora
	
	
	
	

	Virginia Rail
	
	
	
	

	Sandhill Crane
	
	migration
	
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	
	
	
	

	American Avocet
	
	
	
	

	Willet
	
	
	
	

	Long-billed Curlew
	
	
	
	

	Wilson’s Phalarope
	
	
	
	

	California Gull
	
	
	
	

	Franklin's Gull
	
	
	
	

	Ring-billed Gull
	
	
	
	

	Caspian Tern
	
	
	
	

	Common Tern
	
	
	
	

	Black Tern
	
	
	
	

	Forster's Tern
	
	
	
	

	Migrant Shorebirds
	
	migration
	
	

	Other Birds Present
	
	
	
	


Access to Type 1 and 2 habitat and the visibility of the birds 

· No information available.
Conservation issues

· At least seven noxious weed species occur within the refuge.

Conservation measures 

· NWR staff implement an integrated pest management program to control noxious weeds, including the use of biological control agents, prescribed fire, and herbicides.

· Water level manipulation is used to mimic natural water fluctuations.  At least one pond is drawn down in April and August for the peak of shorebird migration. 

· The NWR uses prescribed fire to maintain water flows by removing vegetation from water supply ditches.

Past and current surveys

Reports/publications:  

Survey methods

description – 

selection bias –

measurement error and bias –

Pilot studies needed

Monitoring/surveying needs

Sources:
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