LAKE HELENA (WMA)
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Boundaries and ownership: 

Lake Helena is located in west-central Montana, and drains into Missouri River. The lake is 2,073 acres in size and contains a 157-acre wildlife management area.

Ownership:  Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks manages the WMA

County: Lewis and Clark 

Directions: About 10 miles northeast of Helena Road access for boat launching and general access to the 2,100 acre lake is available off Route 453.
Contact:

Focal species using the site, timing of use, and habitat use

	Focal Species
	Avg. Abundance

(nesting pairs) 
	Season of Use
	Type 1 Habitat Use
	Type 2 Habitat Use

	Clark's Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Eared Grebe
	present
	All seasons
	
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Red-necked Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Western Grebe
	present
	All seasons
	
	

	American White Pelican
	present
	migration
	
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	
	
	
	

	American Bittern
	
	
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	
	
	
	

	Black-crowned Night Heron
	
	
	
	

	White-faced Ibis
	
	
	
	

	Sora
	
	
	
	

	Virginia Rail
	
	
	
	

	Sandhill Crane
	
	
	
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	
	
	
	

	American Avocet
	
	
	
	

	Willet
	
	
	
	

	Long-billed Curlew
	
	
	
	

	Wilson’s Phalarope
	
	
	
	

	California Gull
	
	
	
	

	Franklin's Gull
	present
	Non-breeding, summer
	
	

	Ring-billed Gull
	
	
	
	

	Caspian Tern
	
	
	
	

	Common Tern
	
	
	
	

	Black Tern
	
	
	
	

	Forster's Tern
	(2)
	breeding
	
	

	Migrant Shorebirds
	
	
	
	

	Other Birds Present
	
	
	
	


Access to Type 1 and 2 habitat and the visibility of the birds 

	Point
	Species, Groups, and/or Habitat Type 
	Visibility from Point (portion of wetland/species visible, how varies seasonally)
	Access/Directions to point (permission required?)

	1
	Open water
	Lower end of lake
	Public turn out on Lake Helena Dr

	2
	Open water/Western, Eared, and Horned Grebes, Common Loon, shallow-water bulrushes on shore
	
	Causeway, public Boat Launch

	3
	Open water, marsh, grebes nesting
	Overlook of west end
	WMA, public access


Conservation issues

· Contamination from heavy metals

Conservation measures 

Past and current surveys

Reports/publications:  

Survey methods

description – 

selection bias –

measurement error and bias –

Pilot studies needed

Monitoring/surveying needs
Sources

Flath, D. 2004. Aquatic vegetation, waterfowl use, and fisheries in Hebgen and Madison Reservoirs and Lake Helena, unpublished report.
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