FREEZEOUT LAKE (WMA)
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Boundaries and ownership: 

Description: Freezout Lake Wildlife Management Area is 11,349 acres in size.
Ownership: Various state and federal agencies.  Managed by Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

County: Teton
Directions:  Freezout Lake is between Fairfield and Choteau, MT along Highway 89.

Contact:  Mark Schlepp, Wildlife Area Manager, Box 488, Fairfield MT 59436.  (406) 467-2646.

Focal species using the site, timing of use, and habitat use

	Focal Species
	Avg. Abundance

(nesting pairs) 
	Season of Use
	Type 1 Habitat Use
	Type 2 Habitat Use

	Clark's Grebe
	50*
	Breeding, spring-fall


	Bulrushes in SE main lake, pond 5
	

	Eared Grebe
	100
	Breeding, spring


	Bulrushes in SE main lake, pond 5
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	5
	Breeding, spring
	Bulrushes in SE main lake, pond 5
	

	Red-necked Grebe
	5
	Breeding, spring-summer
	Bulrushes in SE main lake, pond 5
	

	Western Grebe
	25*
	breeding
	
	

	American White Pelican
	
	Transient, Spring-fall
	
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	100
	Breeding, spring-fall
	 islands in pond 1, Main Lake
	

	American Bittern
	<2
	Breeding, spring-summer
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	
	Transient, spring-fall
	
	

	Black-crowned Night Heron
	25
	Breeding, spring-summer
	Bulrushes at point 1
	

	White-faced Ibis
	<2
	Breeding, spring-summer
	
	

	Sora
	20
	Breeding, spring-summer
	Pond 3, rushes east main lake 
	

	Virginia Rail
	rare
	Occasionally breeding
	
	

	Sandhill Crane
	
	Transient
	
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	25
	Breeding
	
	

	American Avocet
	20
	Breeding
	
	

	Willet
	10
	Breeding
	
	

	Long-billed Curlew
	5
	Breeding, prairie
	
	

	Wilson’s Phalarope
	>30
	Breeding,grasslands
	
	

	California Gull
	10
	Breeding
	Pond 4
	

	Franklin's Gull
	16,000
	Breeding
	Pond 4
	

	Ring-billed Gull
	Common
	Breeding
	Pond 4
	

	Caspian Tern
	rare
	Breeding
	
	

	Common Tern
	common
	Breeding
	2 islands in pond 1
	

	Black Tern
	30
	Breeding, summer
	Pond 3
	

	Forster's Tern
	50
	Breeding
	Bulrushes at point 1, pond 5
	

	Migrant Shorebirds
	Often abundant
	Spring, late summer and fall
	East and south shoreline of main lake
	Mudflats of pond 4 in dry years


*Reflects changes in species ratio since mid 1990s

Access to Type 1 and 2 habitat and the visibility of the birds 

· Access to area from U.S. Highway 89, or Frontage road from Fairfield, to various turnouts and parking areas year-round; interior roads open to vehicles March 15 to the beginning of waterfowl season annually; dike system roads closed to vehicles.

	Point
	Species, Groups, and/or Habitat Type 
	Visibility from Point (portion of wetland/species visible, how varies seasonally)
	Access/Directions to point (permission required?)

	1
	Grebes, black-crowned night herons, forster’s terns nesting

Bulrush habitat to west
	
	

	2
	Shoreline is good shorebird habitat
	
	

	3
	Grebes, shorebirds, waterfowl
	SE corner of main lake
	

	4
	
	Good views of main lake
	

	5
	waterfowl
	Good view of south end of Pond 4
	

	6
	
	View of pond 1, need a spotting scope
	

	7
	Waterfowl, common terns nest on 2 near islands, double-crested cormorants nest on far island
	Good sun for surveying in afternoon
	

	8
	Nesting black terns, feeding white-faced ibis
	
	

	9
	shorebirds
	Bay and open water of main lake
	

	10
	Main: Sora, shorebirds especially in dry years, rush habitat

Pond 5: waterfowl, grebes, forster’s terns
	Need spotting scope, views of main lake and pond 5
	

	11
	Rush habitat, open water, nesting red-necked grebes
	BOAT LAUNCH, view of east pond 5
	


Conservation issues

· Water Quality, selenium.

· Sources of water in dry years

Conservation measures 

· Ongoing program of water quality monitoring by state and USFWS.

· Aggressive efforts by Area Management to maintain supply of water.

Past and current surveys

Numerous:
· Annual spring and fall monitoring of waterfowl migrations (mostly swans and geese)

· Waterfowl and shorebird census, Spring 1991, by M. Schwitters for USFWS

· Masters Thesis by Allison Perkins (U of M), mid 90’s

Reports/publications:  

· Most surveys are summarized in reports at Freezout Lake WMA

Survey methods

description – Boat would be very useful to survey portions of Pond 1, Pond 3 and Pond 5

selection bias –All of the area would be open for survey, with coordination of management.  Variable water levels may result in some access difficulties.  
measurement error and bias –The large physical size of the Freezeout presents difficulties for comprehensive survey.  Emergent vegetation and some not easily accessed shorelines may be problematic.  Overall, measurement error should be low, given adequate resources. 
Monitoring Needs/Priorities

· A fair level of monitoring is ongoing at this site.  Contact Quentin Kujala, FWP biologist at Freezout Lake WMA.

Sources

Schwitters, M.T. personal communication.

Schwitters, M.T. Birding Freezout Lake.  Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks. Great Falls, MT. 1996. 2nd edition.
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