CANYON FERRY RESERVOIR (WMA)
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Boundaries and ownership:

Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area encompasses 5,000 acres, and is located at the southern end of the reservoir.  Dikes have created 4 400 to 500-acre ponds which have some 350 small artificial islands for waterfowl nesting. Canada Goose, several species of duck, Double-Crested Cormorant, American White Pelican, California and Ring-billed Gull, Caspian Tern and Red-necked, Eared and Western Grebe nest here. 

Ownership: Administered by the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation; FWP accepted a wildlife management responsibilities under a memorandum of understanding in 1957.

County: Broadwater

Directions: 1 mile north of Townsend.  Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area can be accessed from Highway 287 on the west and Highway 284 on the east. 
Contact:

Focal species using the site, timing of use, and habitat use
	Focal Species
	Avg. Abundance

(nesting pairs) 
	Season of Use
	Type 1 Habitat Use
	Type 2 Habitat Use

	Clark's Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Eared Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Red-necked Grebe
	
	
	
	

	Western Grebe
	300*
	breeding
	
	

	American White Pelican
	(2000)
	breeding 
	
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	
	
	
	

	American Bittern
	
	
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	
	
	
	

	Black-crowned Night Heron
	
	
	
	

	White-faced Ibis
	
	
	
	

	Sora
	
	
	
	

	Virginia Rail
	
	
	
	

	Sandhill Crane
	
	
	
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	
	
	
	

	American Avocet
	
	
	
	

	Willet
	
	
	
	

	Long-billed Curlew
	
	
	Upland areas around reservoir
	

	Wilson’s Phalarope
	
	
	
	

	California Gull
	
	
	
	

	Franklin's Gull
	
	
	
	

	Ring-billed Gull
	
	
	
	

	Caspian Tern
	(25)
	
	
	

	Common Tern
	
	
	
	

	Black Tern
	
	
	
	

	Forster's Tern
	
	breeding
	
	

	Migrant Shorebirds
	
	
	
	

	Other Birds Present
	
	
	
	


*fall migration, surveyed on Oct 5th by D.L. Flath (2003)

Access to Type 1 and 2 habitat and the visibility of the birds 

	Point
	Species, Groups, and/or Habitat Type 
	Visibility from Point (portion of wetland/species visible, how varies seasonally)
	Access/Directions to point (permission required?)

	1
	
	Pond 1
	Lower Dry Gulch Road

	2
	
	portions of Ponds 2 and 3
	Lower Ray Creek Road

	3
	
	south end of Pond 3
	west on Delger Road and north on Canton Lane leads to a parking area and trail

	4
	
	West shore access, including Pond 4
	gravel roads off U.S. Hwy 12 beginning 4 miles north of Townsend

	5
	
	east shore
	through Townsend on U.S. Hwy 12 and turning north on Hwy 284

	6
	
	
	Public boat ramps


Conservation issues

· Heavy metal contamination

· Noxious aquatic plant invasions

Conservation measures 

Past and current surveys

Reports/publications:  

Survey methods

description – 

selection bias –

measurement error and bias –

Pilot studies needed

Monitoring/surveying needs

Sources
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