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51-20.  HARRIMAN WILDLIFE REFUGE (IBA) 
 
Boundaries and ownership: 

Boundaries:  West – top of Thurmon Ridge, East – Henry’s Fork, North – Dam, South – Green Canyon 
Road 
Ownership:  Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, USDA Forest Service (Caribou-Targhee 
National Forest) 

 
 
Focal species using the site and timing of use:   
Trumpeter Swans are most prevalent species, and are present year-round (up to 3,000 birds in winter, 
fewer during breeding season).  During the summer, waterfowl (multiple species), waterbirds (American 
White Pelican, Eared Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, American Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Snowy Egret, Black-
crowned Night Heron, Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Sandhill Crane), shorebirds (Killdeer, American 
Avocet, Willet, Spotted Sandpiper, Long-billed Curlew, Wilson’s Snipe, Wilson’s Phalarope), and gulls can 
be found.  A breeding pair of Great Grey Owls, as well as 6 breeding pairs of Bald Eagles, are found at 
this location.  Spring and Fall migrants include Common Loons, Western Grebes, waterfowl, shorebirds 
(Mountain Plover, Greater Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper), and Caspian Terns.   
 
Colonies:  Forster’s Tern 
 
Location of type 1 and 2 habitat within the site: 
 
Functional Group Type 1 Habitat Type 2 Habitat 
waterbirds breeding colonies, open water & emergent 

vegetation in Silver and Golden Lakes 
Henrys Fork, marshes, 
flooded pastures 

large waders emergent vegetation, flooded and dry pastures rest of shoreline 
secretive marshbirds water's edge of Silver and Golden Lakes; pasture 

marshes 
none 

waterfowl open water, edges during breeding season 
(Golden and Silver Lakes, and Henrys Fork) 

none 

shorebirds exposed mudflats during spring/fall migration rest of shoreline 
gulls and terns breeding colonies, Golden and Silver Lakes all other areas 
 
Access to the type 1 and 2 habitat and visibility of the birds: 
All areas can be accessed by foot.  Park trails give access to all areas, though it is limited to non-
motorized traffic.  Boating is prohibited on Silver and Golden Lakes due to their status as Waterfowl 
Sanctuaries.  No permission is needed to view birds.  Visibility of species is ideal in the spring months 
during the peak migration (May).   
 
Conservation issues: 

• Past problems with Mountain pine bark beetle, which has impacted the Lodge pole pine forest. 
• Noxious weeds are a problem 
• Because Henrys Fork, that runs through the refuge, runs through resort housing areas, there is a 

potential for water pollution problems. 
• Potential for over-fishing problems 
• Preservation of established Trumpeter Swan nesting sites on Golden and Silver Lakes, and 

shorebird nesting areas along the Henrys Fork are of primary management concern. 
 
Conservation measures taken, in progress, or proposed: 
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• Annual noxious weed inventory is completed to monitor the introduction of any unwanted plant 
species. 

• Fish and Game monitors and implements fishing regulations. 
• Nesting areas are protected by area closures.  

 
Past and current surveys: 

• Trumpeter Swan surveys conducted primarily in mid-winter via aerial and ground surveys. 
 

Potential survey methods 
Description: 

a. Nest searches for grebes and other waterbirds nesting in the emergent vegetation in small 
colonies. 
b. Colony counts for nesting Forster’s Terns.   
c. Census for waterfowl on the open water primarily for shoreline using a scope. d. Area searches 
for migrating shorebirds from observation points near Type 1 habitat.   
e. Systematic sampling, probably including the use of playback calls, for secretive marshbirds. 
f.  Census for gulls and terns during waterfowl counts. 

 
Selection bias:  Portions of the park are closed to public use during spring to protect nesting areas.  

Surveys of these areas would likely have to be done by IDFG personnel. 
 

Measurement error and bias: None known at this time 
 
Needed pilot studies:  None may be needed. 
 
Contact: 
NAME:  Harriman State Park - IDPR 
ADDRESS: HC 66 BOX 500, Island Park, ID  83429  
PHONE:  208-558-7368 
EMAIL:  Thar@idpr.state.id.us T      
 
OR 
 
NAME:  Lauri Hanauska-Brown 
ADDRESS: 4279 Commerce Circle, Idaho Falls, ID  83401 
PHONE:  208-525-7290 
FAX:  208-390-1512 
MAIL:  Tlhanausk@idfg.state.id.usT  
 


