50-16.  Upper Priest Lake (IBA)
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Boundaries and ownership:

Boundaries:  Upper Priest Lake and the Priest River Thorofare

Ownership:  USDA Forest Service, Idaho Dept. of Lands
Focal species using the site and timing of use:  

During the breeding and migratory seasons, Barrow’s Goldeneyes, Common Loons, Red-necked Grebes, and Harlequin Ducks use this site.  All four species are high priority waterbirds in Idaho.  Common Mergansers can also be found breeding at this site, and swans are found in late summer.  This site is completely frozen in winter, and inaccessibly by mid-Fall.

Location of type 1 and 2 habitat within the site:

	Functional Group
	Type 1 Habitat
	Type 2 Habitat

	waterbirds
	open water, particularly at upper northwest corner of lake
	none

	marsh birds
	Likely in thorofare
	none

	waterfowl
	open water, particularly in thorofare and upper northwest corner of lake
	none


Access to the type 1 and 2 habitat and visibility of the birds:

This site is only accessible by boat.  However, the entire site is accessible and birds are quite visible.

Conservation issues:  

· Heavy boat use in the summer has the potential to disturb nesting species, particularly loons.

· Multiple campgrounds are placed in highest quality nesting areas - areas that are most sheltered from the elements.

Conservation measures taken, in progress, or proposed:

· The lake had been proposed to be a non-motorized lake, but the effort was unsuccessful

· Common Loon nesting platforms were installed in 2005

Past and current surveys:

· Breeding loon surveys in 2004 and 2005 (joint effort by IDFG and USFS)

Potential survey methods

Description

a. Nest searches and nest platform checks for Common Loons.  A boat is necessary for access.  Because loons are flush easily in this area, overnight camping to listen for calls may be best way to survey for presence.
b. Census for waterfowl and other waterbirds on the open water by boat. 

c. Census thorofare by doing continuous count of songbirds and waterbirds while slowly motoring or canoeing from Priest Lake to Upper Priest Lake

d. Marshbird playback surveys at 2 - 3 designated points along thorofare

Selection bias:  Should not be an issue, as the entire area is accessible by boat
Measurement error and bias:   None likely, although “flightiness” of birds may be a problem if observers unable to identify birds quickly
Needed pilot studies:  Preliminary surveys for marsh birds to determine if habitat and birds present in area
Contact:

NAME:

Jennifer Wik - IDFG

ADDRESS:
3316 16th Street. Lewiston, ID  83501

PHONE:

208-799-5010

FAX:

208-799-5012

EMAIL:

jwik@idfg.idaho.gov 

