50-15.  Snake and Clearwater Rivers Confluence (IBA)
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Boundaries and ownership:

Boundaries: From the confluence along the rivers for 5 miles 

Ownership: Army Corps of Engineers
Focal species using the site and timing of use:  

Major wintering site for thousands of waterfowl.  4,000-8,000 ducks (Mallard, American Wigeon, Northern Pintail, Wood Duck, Scaup, Ring-necked Duck, Goldeneye, Bufflehead, and Common Merganser) and 500-2,000 Canada Geese use this site every year. 

Location of type 1 and 2 habitat within the site:

	Functional Group
	Type 1 Habitat
	Type 2 Habitat

	waterbirds
	open water
	none

	waterfowl
	open water
	None


Access to the type 1 and 2 habitat and visibility of the birds:

Much of the confluence is accessible via paved greenbelt along the bank.  It is possible to drive most of this walkway, but permission from the Corps of Engineers is necessary.  The birds are quite visible from the greenbelt.  A scope is likely necessary.  Thousands of birds congregate near the grain elevetors; this area is also accessible.  

Conservation issues:  

· Potential water pollution

· Recreational overuse and residential/commercial development are potential issues

· Disturbance of birds is a minor problem in this area

Conservation measures taken, in progress, or proposed:

· The confluence is currently protected by a hunting ban

Past and current surveys:

· Christmas Bird Counts and winter waterfowl counts have been conducted at this site yearly since at least 1999.

Potential survey methods

Description

a. Census for waterfowl and waterbirds on the open water from shoreline, using paved greenbelt.  Concentrate on winter period.

Selection bias: Should not be an issue, as the entire area is accessible by vehicle, boat, or by foot.
Measurement error and bias: N/A
Needed pilot studies:  None needed.
Contact:

NAME:

Joel Sauder - IDFG

ADDRESS:
1540 Warner Ave. Lewiston, ID  83501

PHONE:

208-799-5010

FAX:

208-799-5012

EMAIL:

jsauder@idfg.idaho.gov
